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" which can freely win the recognition and surrender
of the mind and heart of man," * it sought and
found in that Divine Word which is the substance
of all Scripture. And therefore into every man's
hands it put the open Bible, saying to him, " Read,
read for thyself, and as thou readest, if it be but
with open mind and heart, the Divine Word shall
verify itself. This is no matter for Pope or Council;
it lies all betwixt thyself and, God. If thine own
heart misgive thee, no word of man can make thee
sure ; but if thou hear Him, then shalt thou need
none other to tell thee, This is the Word of God ;
then mayest thou say boldly, This is God's Word ;
on this will I risk body and life and a hundred
thousand necks if I had them."

II

If, now., I have at all succeeded in making plain
the general attitude of the Reformers to the Bible,
it should not surprise us to discover with what
reverent freedom and daring they turned the
searchlight of criticism upon the sacred volume.
The materials for a true and complete science of
Biblical criticism were not, of course, at that time
available, yet no one can read the outspoken
judgments of sixteenth-century Protestantism
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